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Home from home
Home from Home is a free
exhibition with photos by Eva
Sajovic and text by Sarah Butler
presenting a snapshot of life in
the Elephant and Castle in the
twenty-first century.

Estate security

The exhibit is at the Cuming
Museum (151 Walworth Road;
open Tuesdays to Saturdays,
10am to 5pm) but finishes
on Saturday 18th February so
catch it while you can!

Our general meeting on Monday 20th February will discuss estate
security with Councillor Patrick Diamond and a representative
from the local police force.
One possibility that will be discussed is the fitting of entry doors
to each stairwell. This has been a very controversial issue in the
past with some Pullens residents very much in favour and others
very much against. Continues on page 2

The next TRA General Meeting will be held at 7pm
on Monday 20 th February at 184 Crampton Street.
Discussing estate security with Councillor Patrick Diamond and a local police representative. All tenants and residents are welcome!
Something to share? Contribute to the Pullens Estate News — email your submissions to PullensTRA@hotmail.co.uk

Estate security
Continued from page 1
Whether entry doors will be
installed will not be decided
at a Tenants and Residents
Association (TRA) meeting.
Any decision will be made by a
ballot of all the residents of the
Pullens Estate. The role of the
TRA is to gather information
about the practicalities and
the costs to each resident
and ensuring sure there is an
informed debate about whether
fitting entry doors is the best
way to improve security.
The TRA started the process by
asking Southwark Council to
make an initial study into these
questions and this information
will be ready for the February
general meeting to discuss.
If the fitting of entry doors
is a reasonable and practical
possibility more information
will be circulated to all residents
and a future general meeting
will decide whether we think
there should be an estate ballot.
The estate wide ballot will
decide the question.

We received a number of comments regarding last issue’s article on
adding security doors. A selection of letters reflecting the range of
viewpoints will be published in the next issue, while this resident’s
response presents the argument against adding stairwell doors:
“I’m not alone in being irritated by anti-social behaviour on
our estate: kids on the roofs in summer; people urinating in the
stairwells; dog mess on the roofs. However I don’t think the benefits
of doors outweigh the negatives, and don’t want to live in the gated
community which the estate would become.
The estate is a conservation area, so the most likely option will be
large doors not gates, which could block out natural light during
the day. I cannot visualise any door, entry-phone and cable system
which would enhance the appearance of the estate. There is also the
Council view that any door or gate would have to open outwards
onto the pavement, reducing the width of the pavements.
As a ground floor resident I’m anxious about the noise of any entry
system, as noise in the stairwells and on the pavement just outside
carries right into the flats. Having an entry-phone system and door
there will increase the noise. My long dealings with Southwark
Council don’t inspire me with confidence that the Council will
maintain entry-phones and any device fitted to ensure silent door
closing, and I’m concerned that people will knock on ground floor
windows to gain access when the entry-phone is broken.
Finally any system installed will not be free. Leaseholders will be
billed for installation and maintenance through an increase in service
charges, and council tenants would have their rents increased.”

Please come to the general
meeting at 7pm on Monday
20th February to have your say
on this important issue.
Something to share? Contribute to the Pullens Estate News — email your submissions to PullensTRA@hotmail.co.uk

A glimpse back into local history:
deep underground at Elephant &
Castle tube station, Bill Brandt
photographed the thousands of
Londoners who sought shelter
in the Underground during the
Blitz. Many queued up each
evening to secure a place to sleep,
but the stairwells were the only
places left for some.

Pullens Garden Club
Already, snowdrops and crocuses are in bloom and thoughts will
soon turn to spring planting. The winter bedding in the Crampton
Street planters has done its job most prettily, but now we must
decide on a more permanent display.
The Pullens Garden Club along with Walworth Garden Farm
(WGF) will, in the next month or two, organise a garden day on
the Pullens to decide on the new Crampton Street planting and
launch our practical demonstrations of Gardening for the Pullens.
Posters will of course go up around the estate, but if you want
to be kept fully up to date contact the Pullens Garden Club at
PullensTRA@hotmail.co.uk or Scarlet Cannon of WGF at
ScarlettCannon@walworthgardenfarm.org.uk.
Alternatively just drop a note with your contact details through
the letter box at the Pullens Centre, 184 Crampton Street and we’ll
keep you informed – plus look out for more information in future
issues of the Pullens Estate News.
Happy planting!
Something to share? Contribute to the Pullens Estate News — email your submissions to PullensTRA@hotmail.co.uk
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Useful phone numbers for Pullens residents
Emergency repairs
Contact Southwark Housing on 0800 952 4444 (24 hour freephone) or it may be
cheaper to call 0207 525 2600 if you have a mobile phone with free minutes.
Utility supply problems
Gas leak: 0800 111 999
Electrical emergency or power cut: 0800 028 0247
Burst pipes or leaks: 0800 714 614
Antisocial behaviour
To report antisocial behaviour, when it is not an emergency you can:
• Contact Southwark Council’s antisocial behaviour reporting hotline on
020 7525 5777 (24 hours and seven days a week)
• If you are being disturbed by noise, call the hotline on 020 7525 5777 to
report the problem to the environmental enforcement team.
• Call the RSPCA on 0300 1234 999 to report a dangerous, neglected, injured
or mistreated animal (24 hours)
• Call Southwark Police on 0300 123 1212 (24 hours)
In an emergency, such as when someone is injured, being threatened or
in danger, always call 999.
Metropolitan Police Safer Neighbourhoods team
The Pullens is supported by the Newington team (Sergeant Vinny Gage, PC
Michael Lulu and PCSO Coral Capell) who can be reached on 020 8721 2437.
Bulky rubbish collection
If you need to throw away bulky items like fridges, furniture and mattresses call
020 7525 2000 and Southwark Council will arrange to collect them for free.
Citizens Advice Bureau
Free, confidential, independent and impartial advice on benefits, debt,
immigration, employment, housing, relationships and more - available to
everyone. Call the advice line on 0844 499 4134 or contact local offices in
Bermondsey and Peckham on 0870 121 2016 for assistance.

Something to share? Contribute to the Pullens Estate News — email your submissions to PullensTRA@hotmail.co.uk

